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TOWN OFFICERS. 


MODERATOR. 


JOHN DOW. 


TOWN CLERE, 


S. BURLEY MASON. 


REPRESENTATIVE. 


JESSE A. SAWYER, 


SELECT MEN. 


ENOCH P, HOITT, STEPHEN 8S. SHANNON, 
STEPHEN C, P, TREFRY. 


TREASURER, 
WELLMAN W. HATCH. 


COLLECTOR, . 


CHARLES FERNALD. 


SUPERINTENDENT SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


JOHN DOW. 


AUDITORS. 


SAMUEL G. CHANDLER, ISAAC R. HOVEY. 
GREENLEAF CLARKE, 


CONSTABLE. 


GKORGE P. DOW. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN APRIL 


Number of Polls 151, 
Horses, No 1138, 
Neat Stock, No. 406, 


Hogs, 
Carriages, 


Money at Interest, 
Stock in Trade, 


Mills, 


Land and Buildings, 


Total. 


Resident valuation, 


Non-resident 


value 


sé 


lst, 


1879, 


$15,100 00 
6,035 00 
10,971 00 
171 00 
1,045 00 
47,163 00 - 
3,450 00 
600 00 

235,485 00 


820,020 00 
270,740 00 
49,280 00 


On which valuation the Selectmen have assessed the following 
amount at one dollar and eight cents per one hundred dollars, 


State tax, 
County tax, 
Town tax, 
School tax, 
Percentage, 


To which is added dog tax, 


Non-Resident highway, 


Schoolhouse tax in Dist. No. 3, 
Schoolhouse tax in Dist. No. 4, 


$716 00 
962 30 
1,000 00 
626 50 
156 04 


— 


3,460 84 
49 00 
144 15 
521 00 
dl 18 


4,206 17 


Which sum was committed to Charles Fernald, Collector of 


Taxes, for collection. 
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The Selectmen have also received and paid into the Treasury 


the following sums :— . 


Railroad tax, | 40 76 
Savings Bank tax, 50 05 
Literary fund, 22 57 
From the County of Rockingham, 26 00 

139 38 


The selectmen have given orders on the Treasury, as follows :— 


SCHOOLS. 
Cyrus F. Noyes, No. 1, $150 00 
William C. Noyes, No. 2, 150 00 
S B. Mason, No.3, 150 00 
BE. P Hoitt, No. 4, . 150 00 
- S$. 3S. Shannon, No. 5, »\ TbO5 06 
Town of Salem, Conley’s tax, 2 08 
752 08 
SCHOOLHOUSE TAX. 
No. 3, James M. Nesmith, 500 00 
No. 4, Samuel G. Chandler, 31 00 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX, 
District abe 7—Stephen S$. Shannon, 9 80 
“6 - 10—Charles V Calderwood, 59 99 
2 ‘“11—J. W.S8. Cook, 6 96 
i ‘« 9—E. P. Hoitt, 12.47 
Non-resident highway receipts, 54 45 
143 67 


SNOW BILLS. 


E P. Hoitt, 1878, | 4 62 
W.W. Hatch, ~ “ | 6 00 


D. W. Goodnough ‘ 
©. F. Noyes, d, 
John Little c 


J W.S. Cook, 1879, 


Joshua Richards, ‘ 


TOWN REPORT. 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Bailey Knight, Poll Tax, 1877 & 1878, 
Hiram P. Pierce, over-valuation, 


William C. Noyes, 


W.T. BRAGDON’S LIST, 1878. 


Adeline R. Card, Cow, 


Hezekiah Dow, dog, 
Charles Dow, Poll, 
K. Pano Gospadinop, 
James B. Gerrish, 
Nehemiah E. Martin, 
George A. Martin, 
Forest M. Martin, 
Henry M. Moody, 
Enoch Nicholson, 
Elbridge G, Perry, 
John W.-Quimby, 
William H. Richards, 
John B. Shed, 
Charles M. Thomas, 
Rufus C. McNeil, 
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EXPENSES OF DEFENDING SUIT, DOW vs. TOWN. 


30 66 


E P. Hoitt, expenses of hearing before Cty, Commissioners, 25 25 
Paid Commissioners’ fees, by order of Council, 


34 70 
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April 22d, time and expenses to Exeter, 
August 29th, “ 
Oct. 26) 66 66 66 


To be reckoned as costs 


PAUPER ACCOUNT. 


Ei. P. Hoitt, time and expenses in Mrs. Cook’s case, 

* S$. S. Shannon, time and expenses in T. Ingalls’ case, 
A. 1, Merick, board of T. Ingalls, 

KH. P. Hoitt, expenses of pauper cases, 

Charles Fernald, clothing for Cilley boy, 

J. If. Robinson, board of Cilley boy, 

(x. P. Dow, supplies furnished Hezekiah Smith, 

K. P. Hoitt, expenses to Haverhill with Cilley boy, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Mitchell & Hoyt, printing reports 1878, 

James H. Noyes, wood and care’ of Town Hall, 

George KE. Lane, stationery, 

Ilanscom Bros., handcuffs and badge, 

S. G. Chandler, 

5. 5S. Shannon, trees. and setting same in cemetery, 

QO. BR. Fowler, printing euideboards, 

John Dow, ringing bell, 

ii. P. Uoitt, time and expenses to Concord pay State tax, 

Greenleaf Clarke (trustee) rent of Town Hall, 

Hi. P. Hoitt, postage and express 1878 and 1879, 

5. C0. P. Tretrey, expenses on guideboards and bounty 
on hawks, 

K.P. Hoitt, expenses to Exeter, Feb. 24, 

Samuel Noyes, land damage, 

G. P. Dow, watering trough, 
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44 65 
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TOWN OFFICERS. 


S. G. Chandler, Auditor, 
Charles Fernald, Collector, 
W. W. Hatch, Treasurer, 
John Dow, School Committee, 
S. B. Mason, Town Clerk, 

S. C, P. Trefry Selectman, 

S 3S. Shannon “ 

E. P. Hoitt, pe 


RECAPITULATION. 


Schools, 

Schoolhouse tax, 

Non-Resident highway money order, 
Snow bills, 

Abatement of taxes, 

Expenses of defending suit, 

Pauper Account, 

Miscellaneous, 

Town Officers, 


Whole amount of receipts from a!l sources, 
Whole amount bills paid, 


Leaving the sum of | 
To pay the town debt and interest. 


44 65 
136 5k 
213 2% 


1,899 38 


$4,354 55 
3,577 68 


T16 87 


_ The current expenses of the Town, for the last seven years, not 
including Schools, Llighways or interest, have been as follows; in 


round numbers: 

March 1, 1874, $996 
4 1875, $1059 sf 
4g 1876, $812 fs 
é 1877, $787 


March 1, 1878, 


$498 
$441 
$433 
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COLLECTOR’S REPORT. 
Dr. 
Yo amount committed to me for collection, 
& 
Or. 
BY, ‘paid County Tax, 
Town Treasurer, 
: Non-Resident Tax receipts (highway ) 
Total paid in 


Balance in hands of Collector, 


4,206 


It 


3,853 75 


$352 


42 


CHARLES FERNALD, Collector. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 
For the year ending March Ist, 1880. 


The Treasurer charges himself as follows : 


Cash in Treasury March Ist, 1879, 

Received of the Collector of 1877, 

4 1878, 

6 66 &é 18 79, 
‘on town note, 

a from County for paupers, 


a Choice of lots in the cemetery, 
hy ‘** State, Railroad tax, 

" ““ State, Savings Bank tax, 

i ‘ Literary fund, 

4: ‘* Col, interest on taxes of L879, 


The Treasurer credits himself as follows :— 


By amount paid on town notes, 
‘« Interest * 
‘¢ Amount paid on Orders, 


Balance in band of Treasurer, ' 


$523 
60 
340 
2,837 
500 
26 

9 

40 
50 
22 

6 


82 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
16 
05 
517 
57 


ee 


4,415 


1,200 
155 
2,611 


TT 


00 
90 
51 


3,967 
448 


41 
36 
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TOWN LIABILITIES. 


Sundry notes and interest, 2,503 33 
Land damage for cemetery, 200 00 
2,193: 33 
Unpaid order, ; 3 -8¢ 
2,707 20 
ASSETS. 

Cash in the hands of Collector of 1877, 56 07 
vaee +3 se 1879, 352 42 
vay ade ‘? Treasurer March 1, 1880, 448 36 
Due from the County on account Paupers, — 11 52 
868 37 
Balance against the town, 1,838 83 
Reduction of the town debt, 511 80 
Reduction of interest bearing notes, 700 00 
There isalso a claim against the United States of . 1,285 60 

Which, if reckoned, would make the balance 
against the town, 553 23 


W. W. HATCH, Treasurer, 


Arxinson, N, H., March Ist, 1880. 

We the undersigned Auditors, for the Town of Atkinson, for the 
year ending March Ist, 1880, have examined the accounts of the 
Selectmen, Collector and Treasurer, and have found them correctly 
kept aud supported by the proper vouchers. 


SAMUEL G. CHANDLER, 
ISAAC R. HOVEY, Auditors, 
GREENLEAF CLARKE, 


SCHOOL, REPORT. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 
_E. Frank Noyes, Prudential Committee. 

This school was taught by. Miss Elmar M. Noyes, 22 weeks, at 
$24.00 per month. The first term there were ten (10) scholars— 
5 boys and 5 girls; average daily attendance 8,8. The second 
term there were nine scholars—4 boys and 5 girls, average daily 
attendance 745. Number of visits by parents and citizens, 13. 

Whole amount of money appropriated to this District, $150.00; 
average expense for each enrolled scholar, $15.00. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 


~ Wa, C. Noyves, Prudential Committee 

This School was taught by Miss Nella J. Sanborn, 21 weeks, at 
$28 00 per month. The first term there were 16 scholars—6 boys 
and 10 girls; average daily attendance 122. The second term 
there were 17 scholars—10 boys and 7 girls; average daily attend- 
ance 12,%. Number of visits by parents and citizens 26. Amount 
of mouey appropriated to this School, $150.00 ; average for each 
enrolled schoiar, $9.00. 
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|, DISTRICT “No. 3. 
SamveLt B. Mason, Prudential Committee. 

This School was tanght the first term by Mr. Charles D. Tenney, 
8 weeks, at $28 00 per month. Whole number of pupils this term 
124 boys and 8 girls; average daily attendance 10;. Number 
of visits by parents and citizens, none. Whole amount of money 
expended this term,$56.00, Average expense for each enrolled 
scholar, $4 67. 

The second term of this School was taught by Mrs. Julia A. Dow, 
15 weeks, at $24.00 per month. Whole number of pupils this 
term, 18—10 boys and eight girls ; average daily attendance, 1223. 
Number of visits by parents and citizens, 10, Whole amount of 
money appropriated for this term, $94.00, Average expense for 
each enrolled scholar, $52. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 
K. P. Horrr, Prudential Committee. 

This school was taught by Miss Rachel 5S. Corliss, 23 weeks, at 
$24 00 per month. The first term there were 7 pupils—l boy and 
6 girls; average daily attendance, 5. Number of visits by parents 
and citizens, 2. Whole amount of money appropriated for this 


School $150.00 ; average expense for each enrolled scholar, $21.42, 


DISTRICY No. 5. 
Stephen S. Shannon, Prudential Committee. 
This schvo] was taught by Miss Nellie F. Little 23 wee at 
$24.00 per month. The first term there were 17 scholars—7 boys 


and 10 girls; average daily attendance, 155 The second term 


© 
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there were 18 scholars—7 boys and 11 girls; average daily attend- 
ance, 17; number of visits. by parents and citizens, 40; whole 
amount of money appropriated to this school, $150.00; average 
expense for cach enrolled scholar, $8.331; whole number of differ- 
ent enrolled scholars in town, 61 (sixty-one). Amount of money 
expended for each scholar, the past year, $12.30. 


Some of the schools have become very small, yet the number of 
pupils actually in attenda»ce upon the public schools, the past 
year, has been increased—showing superior attractions in the 
school-room, and a greater interest in the schools on the part of 
parents and citizens. The schoolhouses in town are all in good 
repair. District No. 3 has built a new house the past year, at a 
cost of $975.00, which is a credit to themselves and the town. 


1 would suggest that we take a deeper interest in our school 
meetings. We cannot afford to let two or three transact the busi- 
ness of a district. A good school meeting begins well for a good 
school. Choose a person for prudential committee who will do his 
duty faithfully. The success of our schools depend mainly upon 
‘the proper selection of teachers, and this responsible duty devolves 
mainly upen the several prudential committees. Wedo not waut 
costly buildings half so much as we want costly teachers; those 
who will teach practically what the books teach in theory. We 
want knowledge practically applied to every day life. The influ- 
ence a ieacher exerts is wide spread, and it is of the utmost im- 
portance that it be right. I believe it is as much a part of the 
teacher’s duty to help form the moral character of their pupils, 
as to instruct them from the text books. We shudder at the de- 
velopment of vice and crime, and are amazed on account of corrup- 
tion in high places, and tremble for the stability of our free: insti- 


tutions. Jn our public schools we find the hope of the nation. The 
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work of educating the young is not to be done wholly inthe school- 
room—a very important part of it must be done inthe home, It 
is not cnough fer parents to send their children to school, thinking 
their own responsibility ends there. There should be home-work 
in connection with the work at schoal. There should be, at least, 
such regulations at home as will not hivder the work at school. 
if we are to understand fully how the young are educated, we need 
to have areport from their homes as well as the school-room. We 
therefore, call upon all who are interested in the well-being of our 
youth, to use their utmost endeavors to plant in tlreir minds the 
seeds of truth, integrity of character, and to inspire them witha 
love for moral excellence. During the past year teachers have 
been employed with care and good sense by the Prudential Com- 
mittee. There has not been a failure to meet their and my ex. 
pectations in any instauce It is not, in any sense, ‘unjust to 
others to say that their professional training. has placed them in 
the front rank as teachers of public schools. The progress made 
in the several schools the past year, has been generally satisfactory. 
The teachers have secured the confidence and support of parents 


and children. 


The theory upon which popular education rests is, that the child- 
ren of the state are its wards; that they belong to the state, and 
that its welfare and prosperity depends upon the enlightenment of 
the masses of its people. Upon thistheory our fathers founded cur 
system of common schools; and, as a demonstration of the theory, 
we find to day that the community that is best educated is the most 
prosperous in material things, and in its moral tone. At first 
common schools were, of necessity, only rudimentary ; but few 
braiiches were taught, and those such as were deemed absolutely 


necessary. With the advancement of the State in presperity and 
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wealth, the desire grew for more and better facilities for getting 
an education, and this led to the establishment of Academies. 
Still, but comparatively few could avail themselves of these—only 
those whose pecuniary means would admit. It was apparent that 
the masses of the people would never secure more than a meagre 
share of learning, except facilities for getting an education at the 
public expense were enlarged ; and one town petitioned the Legis- 


lature for leave {o establish a High School, where all, rich and poor, 
could have all the advantages of an academy at the public expense, 


The success of this first movement induced other towns to follow 
in the same direction ; and a eencral Act was passed authorizing 
all towns to establish High Schools. Also, an Act was passed allow- 
ing towns, whereinan Avademy was established, to unite with such 
Academy and expend a portion of its school money, for the pay- 
ment of the tuition of such scholars as its superintending com- 
mittces might designate. At the present time there are but few 
towus in this State that do not enjoy better advantages than the 
common schools furnish, and stil! fewer that do not raise more 
money for school purposes than the law compels. We. believe it 
to be an incontrovertible fact that, in those towns where education- 
al facilities are best, the population is increasing, preperty is more 
valuable, and the community more prosperous. In this town we 
raise no more money than obliged to do by law. All we do raise 
is expended in what has become to be, in fact, mere primary 
schools. Fcr obvious reasons it is impossible for a pupil wishing 
to study any of the higher branches, to do so to any advantage in 
these schools. Consequently many of our best scholars are debar- 
red from getting that education that the town should, for its own 
benefit, furnish. We would ask the intelligent, thinking men and 
women of this town, if the time has not arrived to take a new 
departure. ~ Would it not seem to be for the greatest good of the 
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; 
greatest number to enlarge our educational facilities, when it cam 
be done at so small cost? We understand that such an arrange- 
ment can be made with the Principal of the Academy as will secure 
to every scholar in town, of suitable age and acquirements, all the 
advantages that any High School or Academy can furnish, even to 
fitting every child in town, of suitable capacity, to enter any Col- 
lege in the land, for a very small sum, compared to the cost of 
maintaining a High School, even supposing we had a High School 
building and all the appurtenances and apparatus necessary. We 
ask for this subject the careful consideration its inyportance de- 
serves, and we trust and believe that when the matter is thorough- 
ly investigated these suggestions will mect the approval of all who 
desire that our town shall not be behind others in the all-important 


matter of popular education. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN DOW, 


SuPERINTENDING Com, 
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